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critic who judged it by the moral and literary standards
of Ms own. and Kousseau's day, as " a masterpiece of
genius, simplicity, candour, and courage."

Dorat was present at the second private reading of the
Confessions at the house of his friend the Marquis de
Pezai. We have the description given in a letter written
immediately after the event by the susceptible poet, who
imagined himself bound to share with a lady to whom
he was temporarily devoted, all " the sweet and honour-
able impressions his heart experienced."

" I have come home, madame," wrote Dorat,1 " intoxi-
cated with admiration. I was prepared for a sitting of
perhaps eight hours, but the reading took between
fourteen and fifteen hours, without any other intervals
than those required for meals ; and these interruptions,
brief though they were, appeared all too long to us.
What a work, madaine ! How well Kousseau paints
himself; and how one loves to recognize him in the
portrait! lie acknowledges his good qualities with a
noble frankness, and his faults with a frankness more
nolle still. He drew tears from us l>y the touching
picture of his misfortunes; of his weaknesses ; of his
confidence repaid with ingratitude; of all the storms
of his hearty so often wounded liy the treacherous caresses
of hypocrites; above all, of his softer passions, still dear
to the soul they have made unfortunate. And here,
perchance my actual state, madame, as much as what I
listened to, intensified my emotion. The good Jean
Jacques, in his divine memoirs, makes of a woman he
adored so enchanting and so lovable a picture, that it
seemed to me I recognized you in the portrait, and I
rejoiced in this resemblance ; and this joy was exclusively

my own.....

" But do not let me speak of myself, lest I should lose

your interest!    In truth, the work I am telling you

about is a masterpiece of genius, simplicity, candour, and

courage.    How many supposed giants transformed into

1 First printed in. the Journal de Pcvris, October 9, 1778.a distance, as a
